Erskine Urban Race, Saturday 2nd April 2011

Belated Planner’s Report
I am a firm believer that orienteering is a sport which involves route selection and then execution of the chosen route using a map and compass. I tried to achieve this by planning a mixture of legs of different length with constant changes of direction. The varying types of housing estate layout found in Erskine were ideal for this.
The controls were all relatively easy to find once you arrived at the correct location – none of this trying to catch runners out by placing controls on the far side of arbitrary un-crossable features, or having to read control descriptions to try and work out where the control was placed.
Given the very positive comments I heard at the finish and read in various Attack Point training logs, I think this philosophy worked well.

The long leg on the three longest courses seemed to be appreciated. It was actually originally planned to go in the opposite direction, but I think it worked better with the complicated section at the start of the leg instead of at the finish.

We were lucky that the design of Erskine also allowed me to plan a good Course 4 for the Juniors which involved crossing quiet residential roads and crossing the busier main roads using the underpasses.

In spite of us using the correct ISSOM symbol for a bridge which could be crossed over or under, and informing competitors of this in the pre-race information and in the start boxes, there was still some confusion over this. I think we need to invent a symbol for this occurrence.

One annoyance was a small map error which slipped through. As far as we can tell this only affected one competitor, who was very gracious about it. Apologies about this.

There is another section of Erskine which is very similar to the area used this year. Perhaps we will have this mapped and available for use in 2013?
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